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have to say. There were—let me say again—
there were 11 votes, Republican votes, for
this rule today. There were 38 Republican
votes for the assault weapons ban. There
were 65 Republican votes for the crime bill
with about the same dollars’ worth of preven-
tion programs we had. So I don’t see how,
when we’re spending two-thirds of the
money in this bill on prisons, police, and pun-
ishment, we can possibly walk away when
we’ve got the toughest punishment that any
Federal bill ever had—‘‘three strikes and
you’re out,’’ tougher penalties for serious of-
fenders, tougher penalties for serious juve-
nile offenders—how we can walk away from
the prevention programs when the police
have told us that that’s what we have to do?

Q. What’s your response to those who will
say that this is an enormous personal defeat
for you?

The President. I can say that I worked
my heart out on it, and I did everything I
could. And on this day, the NRA and the
Republican leadership had their way. The
American people have to decide whether
they think this is about which politicians are
winning and losing in Washington or about
kids like James Darby and Polly Klaas who
are still alive.

I believe the American people will not like
viewing this as some sort of political circus
up here. I’m on their side, and I think we
better see who’s on what side. That is the
only thing that matters, what happens to the
American people.

Did I lose tonight? You bet I did in the
sense that I wanted it to pass. But what hap-
pens to me is not important. If everybody
in America had the security I had, we
wouldn’t need a crime bill.

Look at—what happens to me is not it.
What matters is all these kids that are going
to be out on the street tonight that could
just get shot. That’s what’s important. And
I think that in the end if that is felt in the
heart of the Members of the House, we’ll
still get this crime bill.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:15 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.

Letter to the Chairman of the Senate
Committee on Armed Services
on the Arms Embargo
on Bosnia-Herzegovina
August 11, 1994

Dear Mr. Chairman:
I am writing to reaffirm my Administra-

tion’s support for lifting the international
arms embargo on Bosnia and Herzegovina
imposed by United Nations Security Council
Resolution 713 of September 25, 1991. It has
been my long-held view that the arms embar-
go has unfairly and unintentionally penalized
the victim in this conflict and that the Secu-
rity Council should act to remedy this injus-
tice.

At the same time, I believe lifting the em-
bargo unilaterally would have serious impli-
cations going well beyond the conflict in Bos-
nia itself. It could end the current negotiating
process, which is bringing new pressure to
bear on the Bosnian Serbs. Our relations with
our Western European allies would be seri-
ously strained and the cohesiveness of NATO
threatened. Our efforts to build a mature and
cooperative relationship with Russia would
be damaged. It would also greatly increase
American responsibility for the outcome of
the conflict. The likelihood of greater U.S.
military involvement in Bosnia would be in-
creased, not decreased.

The July 30 Contact Group ministerial was
an important step in our strategy of giving
negotiations a chance and, at the same time,
building an international consensus in sup-
port of multilateral action on the arms em-
bargo, should the Bosnian Serbs continue to
reject the Contact Group’s proposal.

Contact Group unity has been key to the
effectiveness of our approach to date, which
has brought new pressure to bear on the Bos-
nian Serbs. This unity will be especially criti-
cal as we approach the Contact Group’s final
option of lifting the arms embargo. As Sec-
retary Christopher made clear in Geneva, we
will not allow the process leading to a Secu-
rity Council decision on the arms embargo
to be delayed indefinitely.

In this regard, if by October 15 the Bos-
nian Serbs have not accepted the Contact
Group’s proposal, of July 6, 1994, it would
be my intention within two weeks to intro-
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